UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nind Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

( MM] l- OKl'Ml \ 

APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 

10/786,891 02/24/2004 Sylvain P. Rebaud REAL-2006083 (RN120) 3530 

EXAMINER | 
MEKY, MOUSTAFA M 
ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER ~ j 

2457 

NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE ~[ 
04/27/201 1 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

palcnts(«> aconlaw.com 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



61857 7590 04/27/2011 

AEON Law / Real Networks, Inc 
1525 4th Ave 
Suite 800 
Seattle, WA 98101 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Moustafa M. Meky 



REBAUD ET AL. 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office 



4) Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20110415 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,891 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2457 

1. The amendment filed 1 1/29/2010 has been entered and considered by the examiner. 

2. Claims 1-39 are presenting for examination. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shannon (US 
Pat. No. 6,233,618) in view of Yasushi (US 2002/0040401). 

5. As to claims 1 & 28, Shannon shows in Fig 1, a method for providing conditional access 
to media content, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for the media content destined for a remote media rendering device 52, 
the request received by a media service provider server 55 from a remote middleman server 100 
(col 5, lines 51-65, col 13, lines 23-25) connected to the media rendering device 52 on a local 
network 40, see col 6, lines 4-12, col 12, lines 37-45; 

receiving, by the media service provider server 55, a device ID associated with the remote 
media rendering device 52, see col 6, lines 4-12, col 7, lines 1 1-30, col 12, lines 37-45; 

verifying, by middleman server 100, based on the received device ID whether the remote 
media rendering device 52 is approved to receive the requested media content, see col 7, lines 
11-30, col 13, lines 52-65; and 

granting the request, by the middleman server 100, if the remote media rendering device 50 is 
approved to receive the requested media content, see col 13, lines 52-65, col 14, lines 10-15, 
lines 49-59. 
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Shannon does not teach the media server 55 would verify the device ID of the device 52 in order 
to grant the request from the device 52 to receive the requested media content (the verification 
and the granting steps are done by the middleman server 100 as been shown above). However, 
Yasushi teaches that the media server 4 (Fig 1) could implement the both the verification and the 
granting steps), see the abstract, [0128]-[0129]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of 
Yasushi with the system of Shannon in order to increase the security of the media server (by 
achieving a complete access control to the media server itself and not depend on the middleman 
server i.e. the media server 55 would determine to whom should allow or deny access to its 
content) 

6. As to claim 2, the device ID uniquely identifies to the media service provider server 55 
the remote media rendering device 52 that made the request, see table 1, col 7, lines 1 1-30, col 
13, lines 3-7, lines 52-65. 

7. As to claim 3, the device ID uniquely identifies to the media service provider server 55 
the type of remote media rendering device 52 that made the request, see table 1, col 7, lines 1 1- 
30, col 13, lines 3-7, lines 52-65. 

8. As to claim 4, the device ID includes a MAC address, see col 7, lines 27-30, col 13, lines 
3-7 

9. As to claims 5-6, granting the request comprises sending the requested media content to 
the middleman server 100 for delivery to the remote media rendering device 52 after establishing 
a secure channel, see col 6, lines 4-15, col 12, lines 37-45. 
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10. As to claims 7-8, granting the request comprises establishing a session with the 
middleman server for sending the requested media content to the middleman server for delivery 
to the remote media rendering device, see col 6, lines 4-15, col 12, lines 37-45. 

11. As to claims 9-11, obtaining a rating associated with the requested media content; 
accessing an approved rating range for the media rendering device; and 

denying the request if the requested media content has a rating outside the approved rating range, 
see col 6, lines 29-60, col 7, lies 62-67, col 8, lines 1-11, col 13, lines 52-67, col 14, lines 10-15. 

12. As to claim 12, the request is received from and the media content is transmitted to the 
middleman server over the Internet 45, see Fig 1. 

13. As to claims 13-27 & 29-39, the claims are similar in scope to claims 1-12 & 28, and they 
are rejected under the same rationale. 

Therefore, it can be seen from paragraphs 5-13 that the combination of Shannon and Yasushi 
teaches the limitations of claims 1-39. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Moustafa M. Meky whose telephone number is 571-272-4005. 
The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Moustafa M Meky/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2457 
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